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SERMON, 


By Syivanus Haicut, Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church, in Wilton, Conn. 
Delivered January 28, 1521 
“ But there be same that trouble you, and would per- 
vert the Gospel of Christ.”—-Gal. i. 7. 

“If the doctrine of Universal Salvation is not 
of God, it must be from the enemy of souls ; there 
can be no alternative—there can be no neutrality 
“He that is not for me, is against me,” says the Sa- 


viour; and in the days of the prophet Elijah, Baal | 


had his priests as well as the true God; but no oue 
could be a priest of both. 
St. Paul, since the promulgation of the gospel, 
Satan has bad his ministers as well as the Lord 


And if we may believe 


Jesus Christ. And it is certain, that the doctrine 


maintained by Universalists, is so directly and fun-| 


damentally opposed to the doctrine taught by our 
church, that we are under the necessity of showing 


| be destruction ? that “they shall have their part 
{in the lake of fire and brimstone, which is the se- 
cond death?” that “ they shall be cast into hell, 
jinto the fire that never shall be quenched ?” that 
/“*the smoke of their torment shall aseend up for 
. er and ever?” “ He that, being often reproved, 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy.” To these who came 
short of the earthly Canaan through unbelief, 
whose bodies fell in the wilderness, God “ sware 
in his wrath that they should never euter into his 
rest,” i.e. into the promised land. Every body 
knows, that the earthly Canaan was a type of the 
heavenly; and in this sense the apostle to the He- 
brews considers it—“ Let us fear therefore, (said 
he) lest a promise being left of eutering into his 

of us should seem to come short of it 
through unbeliet ?" You see, that in the apostle’s 
view, the least appearance of coming short through 


rest, any 


But 
tiversalists, though they live in unbelief through 
all their lives, no such fear! Again, says 
doctrine maintained by the Universalists, | have | the apostle, “since it remaineth that some must 
bad many and serious reflections upon the perni-! enter therein, and they to whom it (or the gospel, 
cious tendency of their doctrines, and the extreme | ys it is in the margin,) was first preached, entered 
impropriety of their conduct in endeavouring to! not in because of unbelief, let us labour to enter 
propagate them ; especially of those who deny all linto that rest, (viz. the heavenly,) lest any man 
future punishment. During these reflections, it} (ali afier the same example of unbelief.” From 
has been some consolation to me, that their pria- lthese words we learn, (if we believe the apostle,) 
ciples are so directly opposed to the plainest and | that some have come short of the heavenly rest ; 
most unequivocal declarations of Scripture, and viz. the Jews to whom the gospel was first preach- 
withal tend to so much licentiousness, that few who|ed, and that we, (or whosoever read the apostle’s 
have any real concern for their eternal welfare, words) if ina state of unbelief, have great reason 


that theirs is not of God, or of acknowledging that| unbelief, was a suitable occasion of fear. 
ours is from beneath. iu 


Since I wrote the former discourse against the have 


Indeed, 
what would these people desire ? Do they wish to 
see iniquity abound? Do they wish this ungodly 


will be in danger of embracing them. 


world to believe, that they may sin with impunity, | 


provided they can escape the hands of the civil 
magistrate ? Do they not know, that the belief of 
future rewards and punishments bas ever beev one 


of the greatest restraints upon wicked men ? Yea, | 


so great a restraint, that it is believed impossible 
tor civil society to subsist without it? Although the 
“wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,” yet 
they will proclaim to this wicked world, that God 
has determined never to punish them for their sins, 
though they live and die in impenitence and unbe- 
lief. Aud to complete the whole, will they, O my 
God, bring thy holy word to sanction the pernicious 
doctrine ! Have they never read its denunciations, 
that “ God will render unto every man according 
to his deeds—to them that are contentious, and do 
hot obey the truth, tribulation and anguish ?” that 
the end of the enemies of the cross of Christ shall 





ito fear lest we also come short of it; since God 
hath sworn in his wrath that those who do come 
| short of the heavenly Canaan shall suffer, not only 
la temporary exciusion, but shall never enter into 
jhis rest. But, say the Universalists, we ackno w- 
lledve that all unbelievers, as such, will be exclu- 
lded from heaven ; for after this life, there will be 
no such characters, but all of the human race will 
ibe obedient subjects ; and of course will be bless- 
ed in the enjoyment of the perfect bliss of heaven. 
But, say the Scriptures, “though the number of 
the children of Israe! be as the sand of the sea, a 
remnant shall be saved.” “ Marvel notat this, for 
the hour is coming,” says the Suviour, “in the 
which all that are in their graves shall hear the 
voice of the Son of man, and come forth, they 
tbat have done good to the resurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil to the resurrection of 
damnatien.” “Is there no difference between the 
resurrection of life and the resurrection of damna- 
tion? Do they both mean one and the same thing? 
“The heavens and the earth which are now are 
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reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men.” How can this be, if 
none shall be ungodly ? And if there be such, does 
perdition and salvation mean the same thing? 
“ Enter ye in at the strait gate, for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way which leads to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat. Many 
will say unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name, and in thy name cast 
out devils, and in thy name done many wondertul 
works ? and then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you, depart from me, ye that work iniquity ; 
and there shall be weeping and gnashing ef teeth. 
when you shall see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust 
out.” What reverence those have for the Son of 
Ged, or regard for his holy word, who directly in 


the face of these plain and solemn declarations | 


of our Saviour, say, that none will be excluded 
from the kingdom of God—thuat there is no way 
which leads to destruction, or if there be, that 
none can go in thereat, let the reader judye 

(To be continued.) 


REMARKS. 


The reader is informed, that the foregoing dis- | 


course was occasioned by, and is in answer to, (it | 
is presumed) several discourses on the Universal 
Love and Goodness of the Beneficent Parent of the 
Universe, delivered at Wilton, (Conn.) by Josian 
Dixeman, (a preacher of the Gospel,) at the re- 
quest of a number of the inhabitants. 

Error, couch it in what terms you will, is error 
still. The various shapes in which it appears, how- 
ever diversified they may be, are but futile at- 
tempts at ornamenting the victim, that it may 
elude the slaughter. It is but justice to Mr. Haight 
to acknowledge, that the flowers with which he 
has adorned the head of the victim, withered be- 
neath his own touch! Instead of meeting a full- 
grown antagonist, hale with apparent truth, we 
encounter an emaciated form, perishing under the 
embraces of its friends, who have poisoned the crea- 
ture of their affection, and left us little else than 
the trouble of appointing the moment of his exit, 
and consigning the wretch to his final howe. 

Mr. Haight bas candidly admitted a position, 
which will settle the question, and determine his 
pretensions to the truth. He says, “If the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation be not of God, it must 
be from the enemy of souls. There can be no al- 
ternative—there can be no neutrality. 
certain, that the doctrine maintained by the Uni- 
versalists is so directly and fundamentally opposed 
to the doctrine taught by our church, that we are 
under the necessity, either of showing that theirs is 
not of God, or of acknowledging, that ours is from 
beneath.” When Christ cast out devils, he was ac- 
cused by the Jews, with casting out devils by the 
power of Beelzebub, the prince of devils. Christ 
replied, “A house divided against itself cannot 
stand.” We make the same reply! And if we can 


And it is} 
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prove, that our doctrine is from God, Mr. H. on 
his own premisses, “ must acknowledge, that his 
doctrine is from beneath ;” from the devil! The 
devil will never divide his house, nor preach his 
own downfal! Here is a criterion from Christ, 
and Mr. H. must abide its consequences! We say, 
that “ Christ tasted death for every man—He is the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the 
world—that as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
that through death be might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
deliver them, who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage—and when he 
|had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high—that the heaven 
must receive (retain) him, until the times of re- 
stitution of all things which God (not the devil) 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began.” Heb.i.ii. Acts iii. 21. We 
jask Mr. H. and we press it home to his conscience, 


same ; 





| 


| Do you believe, and dare you say, that the deril 
j ever testified of the “ restitution of all things,” and 
woke by “the mouth of all God's holy 
| prophets?” Did the devil ever say that he should 
be destroyed, and mankind, even those who “ were 

all their /ifetime subject to bondage,” should be de- 
\livered 2? Did you, Mr. H., ever say this? Do you 
believe this? Has not God said it? We are willing 
here to rest our cause, without adding another syl- 
lable ! 

We shall now examine Mr. H.’s arguments, and 
reconcile the passages he has quoted with those 
we have adduced, (for the Scriptures are consist- 
ent) and the reader will see, that Mr. H. had no 
hopes of success, but the feeble expectation of 
producing contradictory passages, and taking his 
leave, while his hearers (or readers) were busy in 
examining them. 

Mr. H. in his second paragraph, consoles him- 
self with the reflection, that Universalism is so di- 
rectly opposed to the Scriptures, and “ tends to so 
much licentiousness,” that it can injure only those 
who have no real concern for their souls,” &c. Now 
we suppose, that those who have little or no con- 
cern for their souls, will not, while this unconcern- 
ed humour remains, be benefited or injured by any 
doctrine whatever! Mr. H., to prove that Univer- 
salism leads to licentiousness, says, “ The belief of 
future rewards and punishments has ever been one 
jof the greatest restraints upon wicked men. Yea, 
so great a restraint, that it is believed impossible 
for civil society to subsist without it.” If Mr. H. 
will come to New-York, he will find a larger con- 
gregation than his own, who do not believe in a 
“ future state of rewards and punishments ;” and 
we will leave it to himself to say, whether they 
are not as “ civil” as the good Calvinists at Wilton. 
Nay more, we appeal to him, and instance John 
Calvin, the founder of his sect, and challenge Mr. 
H. to find one man, from the creation to the pre- 
sent day, who ever made a confession of the faith 
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of Universalism, &c. who ever committed so wick- 
ed an act, and produced too by his faith, as Calvin 
in the murder of Michael Servetus!!! Here is a 
fact for his assertions; and until Mr. H. can obvi- 
ate the force of it, we trust modesty will keep him 
silent! It is but justice to Mr. H. to acknowledge. 
that a Calvinist may be a better member of socie- 
ty, when he is afraid of future punishment, thau 
he is, when, from any circumstance, he thinks he 
can elude the penalty, and sin freely. Mr. H. is 
requested to notice, that his quotation reads, The 
wrath, &e. is “revealed from heaven against un 
godliness and unrighteousness of men ;” not against 
the men themselves. We inform him, that we 
believe that tribulation and anguish will be upon 
all that are contentious, and obey not the truth ; and 
it will be upon them at the time, in this world; 
not a future state. Sin and suffering, and virtue 
and happiness, are cause and consequence. We 
believe the enemies to the cross of Christ will be 
destroyed ; and we know of none greater than 
Calvinists, who deny the Scriplures, and declare in 
round terms, that Christ did not die for all men, 
but for only the elect few. If Mr. H.'s denuncia- 
tions, and liberal use of the Scriptures, are to be 
taken in the extensive sense he wishes, what will 
become of himself? Let him have a fair trial. 
Universalists believe, that Christ is the “ Saviour 
of ali men.” That “he tasted death for every man.” 
Calvinists deny this. Is this obeying the truth, to | 
deny the truth? Mr. H. has marked as a quotation, 
and applied to the enemies of the cross of Christ, 
one declaration, which is not to be found in the 
Scriptures ; namely, “ They shall be cast into bell, 
into the fire that shall never be quenched.” We 
hope Mr. H. will be more careful in future! Rela- 
tive to the second death, Mr. H. will’recollect that 
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venly peace which is enjoyed by believers in this 
world. If he, however, had rather have it a type 
ofa future heaven, let him be consistent, and make 
the inhabitants types of the heavenly inhabitants; 
and then be very careful of sending the types to his 
hell! By turning to Numb. xiv. he will find the peo- 
ple were pardoned—they were only prevented en- 
tering the land of Canaan; nota future heaven. Mr. 
H. must admit this, for even Moses was not suffered 
to entex! Mr. H. will please read his Bible, and 
correct his errors; and we think he is in duty 
hound to inform his congregation that he commit- 
ted a gross mistake in his quotation from Heb. iv. 
by his supply of the word never. Will he add to 
the book ? If so, let him remember, thatthe plagues 
written will be added unto him! Will he produce 
his authority for the following ?—“ God hath sworn 
in his wrath, that those who do come short of the 
heavenly Canaan shall suffer, not merely a tempo- 
rary exclusion, but shall never enter into his rest.” 
Is it possible that a congregation can be found who 
will patiently listen to such falsehood as this? O 
tempora ! We think that Mr. H. is deserving of ve- 
ry severe animadversion for his perversions and 
false declarations in this Sermon; and we regret 
exceedingly, that our limits will not permit us to 
point them all out, and expose, in a proper light, 
the gross imposition he is practising upon a confi- 
ding and deluded people. We believe this man 
knows belter, and that his own conscience con- 
demns him for his conduct. Read the following— 
“ But, say the Universalists, &c. after this life there 
will be no such characters, but all of the human 
race will be obedient subjects, &c. But, say the 
Scriptures, though the number of the children of 
Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall 
be saved.” And immediately adds, “Marvel not 





the first death is the death in Adam, and the second | 
death is before, not after the death of the body. If} 
he dispute this, we pledge ourselves to prove it! 
against all and any evidence he can produce to the | 
contrary. 

Mr. H. is reminded, that his quotation from Rev. 
xiv. 11. is applied to the worshippers of the beast ; 
and it is added, “they have no rest day nor night, 
who worship the beast and his image.” Will day 
and night continue for ever in a future state? By | 
looking at the 13th chapter, you will learn that the 
beast is to continue forty-two months ; not for ever. 
In Col. i. 26. the same word is translated ages, 
which it is pretended in this place means endless. 
Universalists believe with the prophet, that “ God 
turneth man to destruction; and sayest, Return, 
(from destruction) ye children of men.” 

We inform Mr. H. that he is mistaken, when he 
says that “ Universalists have no such fears,” &c. 
Universalists say with Paul, that they “know,” 
and they are “persuaded,” &€. as relates to their 
endless well-being ; but the subject here is differ- 
ent. And, although Mr. H. says, “ Every body 


knows that the earthly Canaan was a type of the 
heavenly,” we know, that it was a type of the hea- 





at this, for the hour is coming,” &c. This is a 
wicked attempt to make the Scriptures contradict 
themselves! Mr. H. well knows that the Scrip- 
tures (not the Universalists) declare, that “all shall 
be taught of God"—that “every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue shall swear ; Surely shall say, 


|in the Lord have I righteousness and strength, to 


him shall come,” &c. And by reading Rom. xi. and 
Ezek. xxxvii. he will find it declared in plain lan- 
guage, that “ all Israel shall be saved.” 

Mr. H. has applied John v. 28, 29. differently 
from his own sentiments. He does not believe 
that at the day of judgment mankind will be re 
warded according to their works: but he believes 
the elect will be rewarded according to the impu- 
ted righteousness of Christ! and he, with a view 
to upset Universalism, has condemned his own 
views. The reader will, by turning to this chap. 
see that the 26th and 27th verses should be read 
as in parentheses; the 25th verse reads thus— 
“ Verily I say unto you, The hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God; and they that hear shall live.” Christ 
came to save the world, not to judge the world. 
Therefere, at that time, during his advent, those 








12 THE GOSPEL HERALD. 






who were in unbelief, dead in trespasses and sins, | sitting down in the kingdom ot God, &c. and they 
and heerd his voice, (believed in hin) lived. The} themselves, by their unbelief in the truth, and 





a 
time referred to in verse 28, was his second com-| blind and obstinate adherence to Calvin “ thrust = |; 
ing in his kingdom to judgment; agreeably to the | out.” Mr. H. can no longer accuse Universalists i 
declaration, “ He shall show judgment to the Gen-| of denying that any are excluded from the king. 
tiles, &c. and in his name shall the Gentiles trust. idom of God; for we declare in plain terms, that 
The Gentiles rose to the aionion lite of the Gospel, | al! Calvinists are excluded! And we likewise de- 
and the Jews to condemnation, (the same word clare, that Calvinism is a way that leads to de 
which is translated damnation) at the destruction | struction! Numbers within one short year, have 
of Jerusalem. Then the remnant was saved!) been driven to suicide by it!!! We believe all ¢ 
This is a parable ; and is almost a literal quo-| Calvinists “go in thereat.” And we two, say re 
tation from Dan. xii. 2 See x. 14. Mankind are |“ Let the reader judge.” r 
now judged according to their works—they who| (To be continued.) F 
believe the truth, enter inte rest; and all unbe- | ‘ t 


a . F . - — 
lievers are judged to condemnation, and have 


no certainty of future blessediness. 

Mr H. next quotes 2 Pet. iii. 7. “But the 
heavens and the earth which are now, by the 
same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire, 
against the day of judgment and perdition of Oi Me to preach as well as ever, Ye shall not surely 
ungodly men.” If Mr. H. contends that the ma- ‘ 
teri:! inanimate earth, and the visible heavens| 7 ay uiversal Salvation is no new-fangled scheme 
but can boast of great antiquity. 

3. See a reason why it ought to be rejected, be- 





HAINES’S SERMON. 


(Concluded from page 4.) 


a wre e 





. The devil is not dead, but still lives: andis FO , 


are | re meant, we answer; the heavens that 
are pow, or were then, are the same which was 
at, and before the flood; and the same earth | 4s it it is a devilish doctrine. 


likewise! The word translated world in the = 3. See one reason why it is that Satan is such an 





verse, is kosmes, men. The heavens and earth |enemy to the Bible, and to all that preach the gos- 
Peter alluded to, was the Jewish heaven, (ehurch) | Pe! because of that injunction—* And he said un- 
and Jewish earth, (temporal dominion.) Compare to them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
the tenth verse, “ But the day of the Lerd will gospel to every creature. He that be lieveth and 
come as a thiefin the night,” with Matt. xxiv, 42,| '8 baptized, shall be saved: but he that believeth 
43, 30—35 ; xvi. 27, 28. Luke xxi. 22, 27—33.| net, shall be damned.” , 
This, the destruction of Jerusalem, was the perdi-| 5. See whence it was that Satan exerted bim- 
tion of the ungodly Jews. self so much to convince our first parents that 
Mr. H. next quotes, “ Enter ye in at the strait|there was no hell! because the denunciation of 
gate,’ &c. We think he will be obliged to con- | the Almighty was true, and he was afraid they 
fess, that the many and the few, apply very unfa-| Would continue in the belief of it. Was there uo 
vourably for him! For one who enters the strait|truth in future punishments, or was it only a 
gate of universal salvation, a thousand walk the | ™porary evil, Satan would not be so busy in try- 
broad road of Calvin and Arminius!!! ing to convince men that there is none. It is his 
Mr. H. next quotes, “ Many will say unto me| "#ture and element to lie. “Whé@n he speaketh 
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied | # lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a liar, and 
in thy name,” &c. &c. Although the primary and | the father of it. 
particular application of this was to the Jews, still,| 6. We infer that ministers should not be proud 
we think it very applicable in our time. The day! of their preaching. If they preach the true gos- 
spoken of, is the gospel day, which continues dur-| pel, they only, in substance, repeat Christ's Ser- 
ing the Mediatorial kingdom. Christ is now mons. But if they preach Ve shall not surely dir 
reigning King in Zion. And professors of all sorts,| they only make use of the devil’s old notes, thai 
but the true one, are crying “ Lord, Lord,” and| he delivered almost six thousand years avo, 
boasting of their works and achievements, and| 7. It is probable that the doctrine of Univer- 
crying open to us—give us assurance of your fa-| sal Salvation will still prevail, since the preacher 
vour, to the exclusion of our wicked neighbours. lis yet alive, and not in the least superannuated , 
But they are told, “ Departfrom me, ye uean every effort against him only enrages him 
of iniquity.” This is the answer they get ; and| more and more, and excites him to new inventions 
their wonderful works, on which they build so|and exertions to build up his cause. 
much, to the exclusion of others, are pronounced| To close the subject—As the author of the fore- 
iniquitous! ‘The Jews are cast into outer dark-| going discourse has confined himself wholly tothe =~ 
ness, While believing Gentiles sit down in the king-| character of Satan, be trusts no one will feel him- 
dom oi God, with Abraham, &e. comforted with | self personally injured by this short sermon ; but 
the same faith, that ia “ Christ all the families of| should any imbibe a degree of friendship for this 
the earth shall be blessed.” The Calvinists are aged divine, and think that I have not treated this 
now “ gnashing their teeth,” to see Universalists|Universal Preacher with that respect and ve- 
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neration which he so justly deserves, let them be 
so kind as to point it out, and I will most cheerful- 
jy retract; for it has been a maxim with me— 
RexveR UNTO ALL THEIR DUBS.” 

_— 

A Compendium of a Sermon, by the Rev. 

H. Bacvov. 

( Concluded.) 

“As we evidently see that the gospel of universal! 
grece and salvation from sin and death is the very 
opposite of the serpent’s guile, we shall pro- 
ceed, as was proposed, to prove that our enemies 
and the enemies of this gospel, do in fact hold up 
the doctrine of the tempter, and make out, ac- 
cording to their arguments, that the serpent spake 
the truth to Eve, and that what the Creator said 
was not fulfilled. 

Our enemies say, that the death which was 
threatened in the garden was death temporal, death 
spiritual, and death eternal. But do they pretend 
that Adam died temporally and etepnally in the 
day of his transgression? No; but they say he 
Well, the serpent 
did not say that they would not be liable to die, 
he said they should not surely die; and these our 
opposers now contend that they did not die. Then 
who spake the truth ? God said that they should 


became liable to these deaths. 


die in the day of transgression ; the serpent said 
they should not, and these our opposers say that 
they did not! This part of the subject is plain. 
Now see if these pretended gospel preachers do 
not in fact hold up the very doctrine now, which 
What was his doe- 
trine ? Did he tell Eve that she should not be dam 
ned eternally in another world if she committed 
sin? No, he said nothing about this—What did) 
he say ? He said, “ Ye shall not surely die.” W hen?| 


Well, this | 


the serpeat proposed to Eve. 





Answer, tn the day of trausgression. 
is just what our opposers now contend for. They 
say that the punishment of sin is not here in eo 
present state where it is committed. They try all 
ihey can to make people believe, that in the pre- 
sent state sin yields enjoyment; and they say if 
they were sure of eternal happiness hereafter, they 
would by all means live in sin in this life. This is 
west surely the way that carnal mind tempts us to 
sin. We may examine ourselves or others, and 
we shall find that temptation to sin proceeds on 
this, and no other ground. Go ask that poor dis- 
sipated creature, whether he indulges his sensual 
appetites with a view of making himself bappy in 
some future day, or in another world? Will he tell 
you that such is his expectation? No, such temp- 
tation never presented itself to man. The temp- 
tation is an expectation of present pleasure, of 
gratification, of happiness in the present tense ; 
and it always says, “Ye shall not surely die ;” 
but we always find that sin brings death along with 
it. Lust, when it conceives, brings forth sin; and 
sin, when it is committed, brings forth death. 
From this plain and simple statement of matter 
of fact, we see that all those preachers, whe deny 
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the present condemnation of sin, here where it is 
committed, are using the same argument which 
the tempter used in the beginning, and prove 
themselves to be governed by carnal mind. In 
fact they are aiding the cause of temptation by 
insinuating that sin yields happiness in the present 
life. My friends, you are not to understand me to 
mean that those preachers to whom I allude de- 
sign to aid temptation and to lead people into sin ; 
but they being themselves deceived, are the blind 
who lead the blind; and both leaders and follow- 
ers are all in the ditch of death and condemnation 
together. Solomon describes this subject in the 
9th of Proverbs thus ; “ Stolen waters are sweet, 
and bread eaten in secret is pleasant. But he 
knoweth not that the dead are there, and tbat her 
guests are in the depths of hell.’ The preacher 
says, If I was sure of happiness in a future world, 
[ would live iy sin in this; I would lie, cheat, get 
drunk, commit all manner of lewdness, I would 
even commit murder. Well, my friends, God 
looks at the heart. How far is this preacher, in 
his heart, from all this wickedness? As long as 
preachers entertain such opinions, and muintain 
such sentiments, we may expect no smali degree 
of hypocrisy and deception to be practised among 
them. 

Perhaps the hearer will ask one question more, 
viz. Did not the Creator threaten Adam with pua- 
nishment beyond this state? Answer, look at his 
words, recorded in the chapter where our text is 
found. “ And unto Adam he sai', Because thou 
hast hearkevned unto the voice of thy wife, ind 
hast eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee, 
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it ; cursed is the ground 
for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the 
days of thy life. Thorns also and thistles shall it 
bring forth to thee ; and thou shalt eat the herb of 
the field. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread, till thou return unto the ground ; for dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” Who- 
ever extends the consequences of sin beyond this 
testimony, does it in violation of the word of God ; 
and whoever flatters himself or others, that thorns 
and thistles are not in the way of transgression, is 
a deceiver, and is in the depths of hell.” 


a 


For THe Gosret Hernan. 


Mr. Epiror, 

When the Almighty looked that his vineyard 
should bring forth grapes, were his expectation 
and designs the same; or did he design that it 
should bring forth wild grapes, yet at the same 
time he expected it to produce good grapes? If 
so, he must have expected effects contrary to what 
he had designed. Or, did he not rather confer a 
competent ability on his moral vineyard, or the 
house of Israel, to love him, and yield him.a vol- 
untary service? This being the case, he not only 
required their willing serviees, but it was right and 
reasguable that such returms should have been 
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made by the house of Israel to the Lord of the| object of our lore of complacency. But yet, » 3 
vineyard. And is it possible to reconcile the will) partaking of our common nature, we might enter ° 


of God with the actions of men but on this princi-| 
ple? c. 


REMARKS 

God declared of the house of Israel, his people, 
that “ The ox knoweth his owner and the ass his) 
master's crib; but my people do not know,” &c. 
The question occurs—What service,on the part of 
the house of Israel, is prefigured by grapes ?>—We 
assure C. that the time is coming when the vine- 
yard will produce good grapes. God in his own 
time will effect his purposes; and we think it is 
folly to suppose that God plans without wisdom 


to foresee, or purposes to do that which he has} 


not power to execute ! 
—— 
RETROSPECTIVE. 

At the commencement of the first volume, it was 
our intention, and we commenced with essays on! 
the Being, Attributes, and purposes of God, to have, 
however imperfectly, gone through with the sub- 
jects under their several heads, &c. We have, 
however, only progressed so far, in order, as to 
consider the Being of God, as the truth, of all 
truths, most susceptible of demonstration. The 
Attributes of God, as demonstrable from reason; 
reyealed in, and demonstrated from na{ure; and 
revealed in the scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments. The pur; oses of God, as seen in his 
works, and demonstrable from reason, have like- 
wise been considered. The purposes of God as 
revealed in the Scriptures, including the “purpose 
of God according to election,” has been, as yet, 
but partially treated of. We have only stepped 
on the threshold of evidence; it remains for us to 
enter, and from things new and old, treasure up the 
inestimable blessings of the revelation which our 
Heavenly Father has made for all men, his off- 
spring. It is our intention, as God may grant us 
assistance and opportunity, to progress in this 
pleasing inquiry, in this Seeond Volume. 

‘ — 
Scraps for the Gospel Herald. 

Is not that system the best which results in the 
greatest happiness of those whom it affects ? 

If the Devil and his works will both be destroy- 
ed agreeably to Scripture, what cause will produce 
such an effect as an endless hell ? Is it not better to 
say that the suffering ceases, when the cause, sin, 
ceases; and that then, as there shall be no more 
pain, all will either be saved from their sins, agree- 
ably to Matt. iii. 21, or that they will be annibi- 
lated ? 

i 

That which excites our love, to us appears love- 
ly. If an earthly parent is inhuman to his wife 
and children, capricious in his conduct to his neigh- 
bours, and his temper so irascible that it can hard- 





ly be known what will please him, he is not the 


tain for him the love of benevolence, destring {i 


him a more amiable temper and deportment, wh), 


we detest that course of condact which rende- 
ed him so unamiable. 

Shall we then attribute to our Creator, prince) 
ples and conduct which cause the disquiet of 
ciety, rather than those which tend to our happ; 
ness ? 
only in degree, notin nature. Love is the source 
of happiness, and God is love. Hatred and mal 
volence issue in misery. Choose then whom yoy 
will serve, that true God whose “tender mer ies 
or the phantom of a dis. 
turbed brain—an ideal God, 

‘“ partial, changeful, passionate, unjast, 

Whose atiributes are rage, revenge ——” 

— 


are over all his works,’ 


Mr. Eviror, 

I have occasionally found the testimony of par 
tialists directly opposing the effect which they in 
tend to derive from their doctrine, of which class 
I send you the following extract from the writings 
of Mr. Branagan, a staunch advocate for the ter 
rors of vindictive justice. 

“Inthe same manner, but alas, with more lengthy 
strides, the Christians have at least 1800 year: 
been adding wrong to wrong, iniquity to transgre:- 
sion, hypocrisy to the most unparalleled villainy 
and what is worse than all the rest, under the cloak 
of religion, they have perpetrated the most un- 
natural, the mest diabolical, the most savage— 
I should rather have said, the most devilish crimes.’ 


If the above description is correct, to what musi © 
Not all to the © 


we impute all this licentiousness ? 
doctrine of universal grace, I trust; no, that has 
been too unpopular to create such general havoc 
in society ; let it be laid at the right door, and | 
shall be satisfied. Mentor. 
—_— — 
Antidote to Calrinism. 

“ Love your neighbour” half as much as you do 
yourself!!! 

Antidote to Arminianism 

Believe your neighbour to be only half as good 
as yourself!!! 

Antidote to Universalism. 
The Reverse of either of the above b positions!!! 
—_ 
TRUTH. 

Mas, on the dubious waves of errour toss’d, 
His ship half-founder’d, and his compass lost, 
Sees far as human opticks may command, 

A sleeping fog, and fancies it dry land 

Spreads all his canvass, ev'ry sinew plies ; 

Pants for ’t, aims at it, enters it, and dies ' 

Then farewell all self-satisfying schemes, 

His well-built systems, philosophic dreams ; 

Deceitful views of future bliss farewell !— 

He reads his sentence in the flames of Hell. 
Cowper. 


Principle is elernal, immutable, and varie: | 
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Believers in the ancient Gospel affirm, 
That in Christ, the seed of Abraham, all the na- 
jons, all the families, ali the kindreds of the 
earth shall be blessed. See Gen. xviii. 18. Acts 


That Jesus gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time. 1 Tim. ii. 6. 


That all the kindreds of the nations shall come 
and worship before God. Pal. xxii. 27. 

That Christ is the life of the world. John vi. 
51. 

That God loves his enemies. Rom. v. 10. Luke 
vi. 35. 

That sinners have no real adversaries but them- 
selves and the devil. 1 John iv.8 

That the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of God and of his Christ. Rev. xi. 
15. 

That death and hell shall be destroyed. Rev. 
xx. 14. 

That God shall wipe away all tears from all fa- 
ces. Rev. xxi. 14. 

That God hath concluded the Jewish sinners 
(and, by consequence, all others) in unbelief, that 
he might have mercy upon all. Rom. xi. 32. 

That Jesus will not destroy God’s works, but he 
will destroy the works of the devil. 1 John iii. 8. 

That Satan shall reign but a little while. John 
xii 31. 

That these are the true sayings of God. Rev. 
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THE GOSPEL 
THAT WAS PREACHED TO ABRAHAM, 
Gal. iii. 8. Gen. xii. 3. 


Contrasted with the modern False Gospel. 

















Believers of the modern false Gospel affirm, 


That this is absolutely false. 

















That Jesus died only for the elect; or, if some 
of them allow the universality of redemption, they 
add, Christ shed his blood in vain for the greatest 
part of men. 

That a remuant only shall do this. 








That the world never shall have life, either in or 


out of Christ. 
That God loves vone but his friends. 








That God is an adversary to them, much more 
to be dreaded than the devil himself. 

That the far greater part of the kingdoms of this 
world shall be eterually under the dominion of the 
devil. 

That death and hell shall never be destroyed. 










That sorrow, pain, and crying, shall eternally 


exist. 
That he hath concluded them in unbelief, that 


he might damn them eternally. 









That he will destroy God's works, but not de 
stroy the works of the devil. 
That Satan shall reign eternally. 







That the opposite sayings, if true, ought not to 








xxi. 5. 


lies of the earth are to be blessed in him, as the skED 
firm the truth preached to Abraham, or they do not. 


false, then we can have no dependance on any other part. 
and the other of the above things, we cannot rationally place any depeadauce upow them; but we 
Ve know of no scripture in the Old or New Testaments, which de- 


are persuaded they do not so. 


It is surely expedient, in the present day, that professing Christians come to a fixed determination 
no longer to halt between two opinions.—Jesus is the Saviour of the world, or he is not—All the fami- 





be made known. 





of Abraham, or they are not—The plures con- 
If it can be proved that one part of revelation is 
If the Scriptures really teach both one 







clares that all the families of the earth shall not be blessed in the step of Abraham ;—that Jesus is 
not the Saviour of the world ;—that he is not the Saviour of all meo ;-~—that he will nol destroy the 
work of the devil ;—that God will not wipe away all tears from the eyes of men ;—that God will not 


make all things new.—But we do read of the Times of the Restitution of all things. Acts iii. 21. 
London Universalist’s Miscellany. 
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CANDID CONFESSION. 

The following, in the shape of a postcript ac- 
companied a request from a gentleman, in a dis- 
tant town, that the Gospel Herald should be sent 
him. 

“ P. S. I take the liberty to remark, that I be- 
long to a Calvinistic Baptist society in this place, 
but I am in principle no sectarian bigot. I wish 
to understand and believe too, what God has said 
in his word respecting the salvation of man ; ra- 
ther than what is become mighty fashionable in 





our day, viz. that God never intended to save all 

Honesty compels me to say, that I find no such 
doctrine mentioned in the Scriptures. The very 
spirit of the Bible breathes nothing but peace and 
good will to man, so far as I can understand it. 1 
have never found any thing in it which warrants 
the belief of any,such things as “ final impenitent.” 
“election of a few to eternal life,” “original sin,” 
“eternal death,” &c. But I find in it evidence be- 














yond all contradiction in favour of the final Restos 
ration of all men to holiness and happiness” 
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For rae Gospet Herarp 
On beholding a Church 
What's yon solemn congregation 
Shouting in the spacious place ? 
What's their hope and consolation ° 
Is it works, or is it grace ? 
If they're raising, 
Sweetly praising, 
Jesu’s name, I'll sing with them. 


Hark! I hear a voice like Moses, 
Thundering out a law divine, 
Terms for life the sound proposes, 

Light from Sinai seems to shine ; 
Legal merit, 
In the spirit, 
Counterfeits the song divine. 


I can only sing salvation, 
Triumph in my Saviour’s blood ; 
Boast of reconciliation 
In the dying Lamb of God 
‘Tis inspiring, 
Music firing 
All the powers of my soul. 


What have I to do with doubting ? 
All my soul be peace and love, 
Like the happy choir a shouting 
Praises in the realms above ; 
My employment, 
My enjoyment, 


Be to love and praise the Lamb. D. I. 


— 
For tne Gospet Herarp. 
THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH, 
Wrillen on Sunday Morning. 
Hail, holy day ! above all others blest, 
Hail, holy day of pure sabbatiec rest, 

I greet thy comiag with a welcome smile ; 
For now the Business of the week is o'er, 
The axe and hammer now are heard no more, 

The labourer ceases from his daily toil. 


Hail, holy morn! the morn my Saviour rose, 

And triumph’'d over death and hell, his foes, 
All to accomplish great redemption’s plan : 

Yet he who on the cross was crucified, 

Who wept, and groan’d, and bled, and died, 
He rose again to save rebellious man. 


Doubt not, my soul, that Jesus died for you, 

For all his words are faithful, just, and true ; 
For every man he hung upon the tree ; 

«’Tis finish'’d,” on the cross the Saviour cried, 

’Tis finish'd, therefore all for whom he died 
With him tm glory endlessly shall be. 


Thrice hail then, holy, ever blessed day, 
Ob may my soul join in the joyful lay, 
And all thy hours in sweet devotion spend ; 
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And when my earthly pilgrimage is o'er, 
Then will my soul to realms celestial soar, 
To enjoy a sabbath that shall never end 
April 25, 1981. E. 8.6. 
a - 
ON ETERNAL MISERY. 

To the Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD 
(Extracted from the London Magazine, July, 1739 
Hear, Whitefield, hear, and answer, if you can; 
Learn you from Nature's wtse and perfect plan, 
That Heaven design’d ne'er-ending wo for Man ' 
Behold this earth, with every beauty gay ; 

See, all-rejoicing, shine the god of day ; 

The teather'd songsters hear, in every grove, 

Fearless of future wo, sweet warbling love, 

The flow’ry mead, the wide-spread down survey, 

Where graze the herds and where the lambkins 
play ; 

And when ascends the peaceful queen of night, 

Let the fair starry host attract thy sight: 

From every view can aught be understood, 

But one Creator, infinitely good ! 

Say, through all nature, canst thou find one trace, 

That pain elernal waits the human race ? 

Or learn’st thou this from kindness and from grace ? 

What Gospel, what glad tidings will thee tell, 

Where boundless mercy can erect its hell ? 

Where goodness, quite immense, can cease to flow ; 

And, with unpilying eye view endless wo ? 

Think, Teacher, think ; and answer :—art thou sure 

That mercy, which for ever must endure, 

Extends no longer to the sons of men, 

Than the short life of threescore years and ten ? 

Is such Gov’s favour to his creature man ; 

His wrath eternal, and his love a span ? 

—=—— 


What though our sins to mountains rise 
And swell above to heaven ; 
Yet mercy is above the skies, 
Where all may be forgiven. 
————— 


(To Correspondents.) 
Mentor has sent us an extensive and assorted 
parcel. The contents shall be published as soon 
as we have room in our columns. 
*,” Subscribers would be well compensated at 
the expiration of the year, by having their Num- 
bers in perfect order for binding, were they to af- 
fix a piece of common waste paper to each Num- 
ber for a cover. 
—_ sees 


NOTICE 
The Editor, on Tuesday next, May 1, will re- 
move to No. 66 Bowery. 
i> A Letter-Box for the reception of Commu- 
nications for this Paper, is affixed at the left hand 
of the entrance to the Printing-Office. 
—_—_———————————————— 
EDITED BY HENRY FITZ. 
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